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Leading Canada’s transition 
to clean energy
The Pembina Institute is a non-profit research institute 
that advocates for strong, effective policies to support 
Canada's clean-energy transition.



Research pembina.org/buildings

@tompierrefs



Convening
Net Zero Thought Leader Forums: 80+ organizations, 100+ participants: 

2015: Can we get new buildings ‘net-zero ready’ by 2030?

2016: How do we accelerate deep retrofits?

@tompierrefs



Advocacy

Subset of the 100+ signatories: local governments, businesses, industry associations, etc.

Call to Action on Climate and Energy in the Building Sector



www.pembina.org/pub/building-retrofits
6



Paris agreement
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Energy efficiency

Transfer of capital from energy sector to construction 
and manufacturing sectors



$1M 
spent

5.3 jobs
in energy sector 

13-18 jobs 
in energy efficiency sector

Sources: University of Massachusetts & Energy Efficiency Industrial Forum

Redirecting investments in 
construction creates more jobs
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Emissions from B.C. buildings
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Business as usual

Net-zero ready policy

Net-zero ready policy
+
Retrofit strategy

40%-50%
2030

80%-100% 
2050

Targets:

3% retrofit rate

@ 60% average GHG reduction



Each year we need to retrofit



Each year we need to retrofit

How does that compare? 


